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cielo, acqua puliti per tutti

In a city declared a sacrifice zone by the UN,
a community fights to transform contamination into courage,
and pain into power to change

An investigative documentary by Rosy Battaglia
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collective and investigative documentary filmed over nine

years in Taranto, one of the most polluted cities in Europe.

“Taranto Calling” interweaves raw and powerful testimo-
nies with moments of resilience and dignity, following a commu-
nity that refuses to give up. In a land scarred by industry, voices
rise to reclaim environmental justice and the right to breathe.

“Taranto Calling” is an investigative documentary filmed betwe-
en 2016 and 2025, revealing to the public what sustainability truly
means for human life. A journey from Trieste to Taranto sheds
light on what is happening in the “city of two seas,” declared a
sacrifice zone by the UN due to pollution from ILVA, the largest
steel plant in Europe.

While mainstream narratives focus on the tension between pol-
lution and employment, in Taranto it is the children who pay the
highest price for contamination.

In a unique natural and historical setting, mothers, doctors, ar-
tists, activists, entrepreneurs, and even friars mobilize to restore
justice and beauty to their land, challenging the power of industry
and the State in an unequal battle to (re)turn hell into paradise.
“Taranto Calling” is a collective story grounded in scientific data,
revealing the courage of those who, from the grassroots, are buil-
ding a new model of development that transforms pain into beauty.

Director’s Notes

My approach is that of journalistic inquiry, with a narrative rhythm
shaped by the lives and struggles of the protagonists. Visually and
narratively, the film is built around their voices, striving to reveal
the beauty of Taranto despite the dust that still envelops it.

The documentary unfolds in two main acts, reflecting the dual na-
ture of the investigation. The first contrasts the situation in Trie-
ste — a city that dismantled its most polluting industrial facility
— with the critical environmental and human impact of ILVA in
Taranto, where pollution continues to affect children, adults, and
the environment. The second act focuses on civil resistance that
arises precisely from the most contaminated places, such as the
Tamburi district. Here, mothers, doctors, activists, artists, and
entrepreneurs choose to stay and make a difference, challenging
the State and industry in an uneven battle.

The images alternate between marine and historical landscapes,
polluted zones, and new cultural and social spaces, narrating the
duality between an industrial past and a possible future.

As in my previous investigative films, the film is written by reality
and guided by ethical choices that extended the production time-
line, but made it possible to authentically portray the complexity
of Taranto — a city suspended between environmental injustice,
the right to life, and the search for a possible future.

www.cittadinireattivi.it | https://tarantochiama.cittadinireattivi.it/
Email: info@rosybattaglia.it; cittadinireattivi@gmail.com
Instagram and Facebook @tarantochiama
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Taranto Calling
An investigative documentary
by Rosy Battaglia

Year: 2025

Duration: 100°

Format: HD / 16:9/1.85
Original Language: Italian
Subtitles: Italian, English

Directed by: Rosy Battaglia

Filming by: Rosy Battaglia, Giovanni Maimone,
Giuseppe Melucci (drone footage)

Special thanks to Piero Mottolese, Sophia
Grew, Vincenzo Senzatela, Comitato Cittadini
e Lavoratori Liberi e Pensanti, Fridays for
Future Taranto

Editing: Riccardo Calderini, Rosy Battaglia.
Thanks to Fabio Spalvieri

Music: “Metal” and “Lucha”, Mosfet Collective
- thanks for granting permission to use the
tracks “Tarantella del Gargano” from the
album “Viaggi e paraggi”, Daniele Sepe -
thanks for granting permission to use the
track “Polvere”, Fido Guido — thanks for
granting permission to use the track

A grassroots co-production by Rosy

Battaglia and Cittadini Reattivi ETS, thanks to
crowdfunding via Produzioni dal Basso, within
the ethical network of Banca Etica and Etica
Sgr, with the support of over 300 donors.

Media Partners: Corrective.europe, La Nuova
Ecologia, Green Mg, Italia che cambia,
Sapereambiente, Varesenews, Clorofilla
Podcast

Press Office: Elisabetta Galgani

Thanks to Archivio Antonio Cederna and
Giulio Cederna, Fulvia Gravame, Francesco
Casula and Marco Fratoddi, Marco Balestra,
Bruno Roiatti, Silvia Vas e Peter Zeitlenger

All updates on the investigation
Taranto Calling at:
tarantochiama.cittadinireattivi.it
cittadinireattivi.it
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Margherita Eufemi, Gea Casolaro, Giuliana
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Elisa Serangeli, Eugenio Cantore, Salvatore
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With contributions from
Supporters
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Vergani, Daniela Nilla, Daniela Pochettino,
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Francesco Moles, Francesco Paolicelli,
Francesco Sini, Francesco Sborgi, Francesco
Pascale, Francesco Ferrara, Gianni Ruggiero,
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Giuseppe Ungherese, Giuseppe Milano,
Graziella Moscarda, Grazia Ciceri, Giuditta
Sborgi, Giorgia Visantini, Giulia Pozzi, Gabriele
Manfredi, Guido Melis, Ivana Costa, Ivana
Giusti, Lorenzo Pallini, Luca Rossi, Luigi

Oliva, Luigi Pedone, Luigi Pasotti, Ludovico
Balzarotti, Luciana Bordin, Luciana Bianco,
Luisa Clementi, Marco Giordano, Matteo
Rossi, Matteo Pascoletti, Maurizio Reggiardo,
Mattia Petrilli, Maria Assunta Prato, Maria
Luisa Clementi, Maria Angela Vigotti, Marina
Gallandra, Martina Gerosa, Massimo Moretti,
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Nicola Pavia, Nicola Petrilli, Paolo Vespa,
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Roberto Brambilla, Roberto Cenci, Roberto
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Patronages
With the patronage of the National Council of
the Order of Journalists and the support of

Articolo 21, AFEVA Casale Monferrato, Basta
Veleni Brescia, Amici di Roberto Morrione,
ISDE ltalia — Medici per I'ambiente, Peacelink,
Genitori Tarantini ETS, Comitato Cittadini e
Lavoratori Liberi e Pensanti, Comitato Donne e
Futuro per Taranto Libera, Centro Studi Sereno
Regis, Medicina Democratica, Osservatorio
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cited sources include:
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